The Kentucky Statewide Independent Living Council

Minutes

December 10, 2013

The Hilton Garden Inn

Georgetown, KY
Members Present: Tony Carmack, Mike Freholm, Benita Lind, Paul McKee, Shari “George” Polur, Elsie Speed, Danny Perry and Jimmy Wise
Members Absent: Dr. David Beach, Lonnie Cowan, Sandra Radford, Stephanie Sharp, Shannon Caldwell, Marilyn Mitchell, Gay Pannell and Ann Smits
Guest: Jan Day
Staff: Dave Matheis, Germaine O’Connell and Kari Skaggs
Interpreters: Tara Eversole and Judy Gooch 
SILC Vice-Chairperson, Elsie Speed, called the meeting to order at 9:31am, due to SILC Chairperson, Sandi Radford’s absence.
A quorum was recognized.

Welcome and Introductions: Introductions were made and guests welcomed.
Pledge of Allegiance: Read aloud by attendees. 
Agenda Overview and Additions: Elsie Speed made a motion to include the swearing in of Tony Carmack to the agenda. Danny Perry made a motion to accept SILC agenda with addition. Benita Lind, second. No discussion, oppositions or abstentions. Motion carried unanimously.
Public Comment: Elsie Speed asked for a moment of silence. A moment of silence was taken. The absence of council member Lonnie Cowan was noted. Staff liaison Dave Matheis informed the full council that since Lois Carey will be retiring effective December 12, 2013, Nanci Soard would be returning to Kentucky Assistive Technology Loan Corporation duties and Kari Skaggs will be the assistant supporting the SILC at future meetings. Benita Lind provided an update on former council member Deborah Blake’s family situation.
Swearing in of New Council Members: Elsie Speed swore in new council member Peter “Tony” Carmack.
Review of the September 2013 Minutes: Discussion was held regarding spelling and grammatical errors. Benita Lind made a motion to accept the September SILC minutes with corrections noted. Second, by Danny Perry. No further discussion, no oppositions or abstentions. Motion carried unanimously.
Old Business: 
Evaluation of September SILC Meeting: SILC Coordinator, Germaine O’Connell, provided the results of the September 2013 meeting evaluation survey. She referred to page 25 and 26 of the SILC meeting book. Germaine noted that the responders are pleased with meeting and sleeping room space and are receiving materials in a timely matter. 
Resources 4 Independent Living (IL) (CyberCil): Staff liaison, Dave Matheis, provided an update on the CyberCIL. It has now been linked to the West Virginia website. Dave mentioned that there is no advertising yet but now that it is straightened out with West Virginia, there will be. Mr. Matheis will be participating in a teleconference with representatives from West Virginia on December 17th. He hopes to be able to get an update at that time. He provided informational cards regarding the CyberCIL to the full council members.
State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) Approval Letter: Germaine O’Connell referred council members to page 27-29 of SILC meeting book. Germaine stated that the plan has been approved by the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA). Discussion was held among the council members regarding the grant monies.
SILC Congress Update: Germaine O’Connell referred council members to the letter on page 30 of the SILC meeting booklet, in which Elsie Speed declined the invitation to attend the SILC Congress. Dave Matheis said he appreciated Elsie providing the information to staff in a timely manner.  Dave Matheis announced that Danny Perry has been approved to represent SILC at the 2014 SILC Congress.
Motion Form: Discussion was held on the proposed ‘Motion Form’. Additions were made to the form to include “Topic” and “Second”. Germaine O’Connell read the form as it stands after revisions. Germaine O’Connell will make the corrections to the form. Benita Lind motioned to utilize the Motion Form for major topics and topics that are too wordy and long. Tony Carmack, second. No further discussion, no oppositions or abstentions. Motion carried unanimously. 
Committee Reports:
Executive Committee: Discussion was held regarding the accepting of the Executive Committee meeting minutes. Elsie Speed made a motion to accept the report and all it entails. Danny Perry, second.  No further discussion, no oppositions or abstentions. Motion carried unanimously.
Nominating Committee: No meeting was held; nothing to report at this time.
Public Awareness Committee: No meeting was held; nothing to report at this time. 
Policy and Procedures Committee: Discussion was held regarding the Kentucky SILC travel.  A draft is located on pages 36-39 of the SILC meeting booklet. Benita Lind made a motion to accept the draft on pages 36, 37, 38, and 39. George Polur, second. George Polur asked for clarification on item number iv located on page 37.  It is in regards to “appropriateness of person/event”.  George questioned what it meant by “appropriateness of the person”. Germaine O’Connell explained it means expertise in topic of the conference. No further discussion was held, no opposition or abstentions. Motion carried unanimously.
New Business: 

One Country Connected: Staff member, Dave Matheis, discussed the One Country Connected Coalition that was held on November 7th, 2013.  Discussion was held regarding joining the Coalition and the Coalition’s purpose. George Polur made a motion for the SILC Coordinator to draft a letter (with assistance from SILC Committee Members, if needed) to Mark Rubin (or successor) at One Country Connected to determine if this group is primarily advocacy or educational in purposes. Benita Lind, second. No further discussion was held, no discussion, oppositions or abstentions. Motion carried unanimously.
Air Carrier Webinar: Due to Sandra Radford’s absence, this report has been tabled until the March 2014 SILC meeting.
Committee Assignments: Germaine O’Connell referred to page 41 of the SILC meeting booklet. Committee assignments were presented to the Executive Committee. Germaine stated that with the exception of the two people who did not have a preference, everyone received their first choice of committee. Benita Lind made a motion to approve committee assignments as presented in the SILC meeting booklet. Danny Perry, second. George Polur made a point of order, questioning if the committee needs to approve the assignments. No further discussion was held; no opposition or abstention was noted. Motion carried unanimously. Germaine informed the full council that Committees need to schedule their next meeting dates.
Centers for Independent Living Reports: 
Center for Accessible Living (CAL): Executive Director, Jan Day, provided the report on the Center of Accessible Living.  She stated the report is located in the SILC meeting booklet. Jan is pleased to see that after the conference in October their numbers are up. CAL is in process of doing a project with TARC to advocate for more accessible bus stops. Jan also provided a legislative update pertaining to bills concerning people with disabilities. The first is the AT&T Bill. AT&T wants to get rid of land lines and only offer cell phones. Jan informed the full council the bill has been defeated before by the house due to the topography of state and the fact that people would be stranded. The other bill of interest is the Medical Review Panel, which is supported by the nursing home industry. An individual involved in an accident would go before a panel of professionals that would vote on their “day in court”. Kentucky Supreme Court says it is unconstitutional; however, the bill is being reintroduced to include Assisted Living Centers and hospitals. 

Independence Place: No report was given. 

Pathfinders for Independent Living: No report was given.
Disability Resource Initiatives: No report was given.
George Polur noted that on page 50 of the meeting booklet, the math needs to be double checked in reports from the CILs. Elsie Speed announced that all reports are included in the SILC meeting booklet for review.  
Standing Staff Reports: 
SILC Coordinator Report: Germaine O’Connell provided the Quarterly SILC Staff Report which is located on pages 100-101 of the SILC meeting booklet. Germaine began by discussing the routine duties such as attending meetings, taking minutes, etc. She then discussed re-meeting with the Policy and Procedures team. She reported she facilitated the Owensboro Asset Development Summit in Owensboro, KY in which council member, Stephanie Sharp, coordinated. There were 48 participants in attendance and it seemed to go very well. Germaine also mentioned she collaborated with Dave Matheis on the specifics of the SILC/SCVR joint meeting. She announced that she attended the White Cane Day in Lexington, KY as well as attending the Project Safe Summit and planning meeting in Frankfort, KY.  She informed the full council the Project Safe Summit is an interagency collaborative effort that deals with issues regarding the safety of individuals with disabilities. They are moving along with public awareness and will have an action plan to share at the next SILC meeting.  

Designated State Unit/Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (DSU/OVR) Report: Dave Matheis provided the DSU/OVR report. He stated his report is located on pages 102-104 of the SILC meeting book. Dave began by relaying that the Part B Expenditures were fully expended in Federal Fiscal Year 2013. He then discussed the Resouces4Independence website and stated that there have been two conference calls regarding the development of the site.  Even though there is no available funding left, there are possibilities that are being investigated. He then explained the Car Individual Development Account (IDA). Discussion was held regarding partnership with the Kentucky Domestic Violence Association (KDVA), funding using Social Security reimbursement and the length of the program. Dave was pleased to announce to the full council that as of this meeting, two applicants have already been approved. Next, Dave discussed Vocational Rehabilitation  Job Placement Month which was held in October 2013.  Job Placement Month is paired with the SCVR Employer Recognition Awards. All plaques have been given to the recipients, which included Sandra Radford’s nominee, Kroger of Ashland. Dave will add the SILC to the email list in June when nominees are requested which entails the criteria for the nominees. He concluded with information on KATS Network/Project CARAT. The KATS Network Directory was distributed. Project CARAT has several donations and individuals requesting equipment are encouraged to contact Walt Bower. Jan Day mentioned she was contacted about starting a similar program in Louisville, in which Baylor is interested in the outcome. Dave stated that there have been discussions to add a Hearing Aid Bank to CARAT in February 2014.

Office of the Blind: No report was given.
Committee Meetings: 

Nominating Committee: Elsie Speed stated the next meeting will be held on Monday, January 6, 2014 at 1:30pm. Per Germaine O’Connell, there is a stack of nominations to review.
Public Awareness Committee: Germaine O’Connell is revisiting the canned presentation. Tony Carmack is member of Toastmasters. Discussion was held to set a meeting with the full committee for late January/early February. Benita Lind provided a report about her involvement in the Disability Empowerment Conference, which included the pre-planning committee. It was sponsored by six large organizations/entities. Benita set up a table at the conference and distributed SILC brochures. She estimated that 50 participants were in attendance. Benita received 6-8 names of individuals who want to participate in SILC. Germaine O’Connell discussed the possibility of attending meetings via broadband internet. She will be sending out a survey via email to make sure participants have the necessary components, i.e. microphone and camera as everyone who attends via internet must be seen and heard. Meeting will still be held in Germaine’s office for those that wish to attend.  Elsie called attention to pages 105-109 of the SILC meeting book and members to check information regarding  term limits and encourage them to inform Germaine of any errors.

Public Comment: Elsie Speed thanked SCVR for the joint meeting. George Polur mentioned the Special Needs Trust for Military Children and People with Disabilities. George would like council members to contact their congressmen, individually, not on behalf of the SILC. Benita Lind thanked Elsie Speed for chairing the meeting. 

Next Meeting Date: The next meeting date is set for Tuesday, March 4th, 2014 at 9:00am. Location is to be determined at a later time. 

Motion to Adjourn: Danny Perry made a motion to adjourn at 1:03pm. No second needed. No discussion, oppositions or abstentions. Motion carried unanimously.
