Approved June 2011

Statewide Independent Living Council
Minutes
March 10, 2011
9:30am
Lexington, KY
HDI – Coldstream Campus

Members Present: Lonnie Cowan (Chairperson), Sandi Radford (Vice-Chairperson), Deborah Blake (Member-at-Large), Benita Lind, Darrell Mattingly, Gay Pannell, Nancy Perry, Sharli Rogers, Beth Smith, Ann Smits, Craig White, and Jimmy Wise
Members Absent:  Linda Linville, Kimberly Parsley and Emily Thomasson
Staff Present: Germaine O’ Connell and Nanci Soard
Guests Present: Beverly Alford (Center for Accessible Living), Bill Clouse (Disability Resource Initiative), Jan Day (Director of the Center for Accessible Living), Sandra Goodwyn (Director of Pathfinders for Independent Living), Keith Hosey (Center for Accessible Living), Mike Markiewicz (Center for Accessible Living), Jennifer Moreland, Pamela Roark-Glisson (Director of Independence Place), Andrew Saylor (Pathfinders for Independent Living), Elsie Speed (Attendant), Forest Vinson (Disability Resource Initiative), and Gina Wallace (Independence Place)
Interpreters: Tim Clabaugh and Erin Frost

Lonnie Cowan called the meeting to order at 9:33am. 

Deborah Blake made a motion to approve the December 7, 2010 meeting minutes. Craig White second.  No discussion was held.  A roll call was taken and there were no abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Introductions were made and guests were recognized.

Staff Report:  Due to Dave Matheis’ absence, Nanci Soard presented the staff report to the council.  Nanci discussed the upcoming Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) and the Statewide Council Vocational Rehabilitation (SCVR) joint meeting and stated the SCVR agreed on the joint meeting at their December 13, 2010 meeting.  The SCVR will discuss more details at the March 14, 2011 meeting next week.  Nanci continued to report that the joint meeting will be held in September and more details will be provided to each council in the near future.
Sandi Radford introduced Germaine O’Connell as the new part-time SILC Coordinator. Lonnie Cowan commended Germaine’s efforts with the SILC so far.  Germaine O’ Connell provided a brief employment history to the SILC.

Contract Update: No contract update was provided.  Dave Matheis will provide this information at the June 7, 2011 meeting.

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Funds and Budget Update:  Beth Smith provided the budget report and the status of the ARRA funds.  She informed the council that not all of the SILC ARRA money was spent.  There is $26,300 that needs to be obligated as a direct result.  Beth Smith suggested modifying the current Independent Living contracts to use ARRA monies first.  Beth explained to the SILC that the ARRA money would have to be returned to the federal government if it were not spent and the total funds available to the Independent Living Centers will not be affected, just the manner in which they are spent.  Sandi Radford questioned if the council would have the option of more time to make an informed decision.  Beth Smith suggested that the SILC make a decision today.  Sandi asked the Independent Living Directors if they would be willing to continue with the agreement to create the ‘CyberCIL’.  Jan Day of the Center for Accessible Living and Pamela Roark-Glisson of Independence Place agreed to continue with the consortium as they expressed that it would be detriment to Kentuckians with disabilities if they do not move forward with the ‘CyberCIL’.  A motion was made by Ann Smits to modify contracts to use $26,300 of ARRA funds. Deborah Blake second.  A roll call was taken and there were no objections.  Motion passed unanimously.

Chairperson’s Report: Lonnie Cowan provided the Chairperson’s report.  He informed the SILC that he attended the 2011 SILC Congress conference and that information was provided the council when the meeting booklets were sent out 10 days prior to the meeting.  Nanci Soard read a letter aloud to the SILC members from a ResCare employee and previous presenter commending the council and acknowledged Lonnie Cowan for extending the invitation to present at the December 7, 2010 SILC meeting.  Nanci Soard also provided electronic copies of SILC Congress information to the council prior to the meeting and announced she also had handouts of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation acronym list if any council member wished to obtain a copy.
Committee Reports:  
Executive Committee:  Germaine O’ Connell provided the Executive Committee Report.  She said the committee discussed the structure of the council and reconstructing of the bylaws.  The committee also discussed the need for the SILC and guest to be very professional and have guidelines for Center reports.  The committee hopes to present a draft of the bylaws at the June 2011 meeting. 
Nominating Committee:  Germaine O’ Connell provided the Nominating Committee report.  She explained that the committee met this morning and stated members on the committee have sent several names and applications forward.  The committee asked staff to check on the status of the previous names that were sent over to the Governor’s Office as well as a contact person who is employed in the Governor’s Office to help get things started.  Germaine informed the council there were several committee members that have contacted many county Judge Executives, several Chambers of Commerce and ever mayors to see if there would be anyone interested in possibly serving on the SILC.  Germaine announced there have been two people apply as a result of calling the different county agencies.  It was also announced that Kimberly Parsley, who was absent during the meeting, designed a letter to send to applicants in the future.

Unfinished Business:  
SCVR Report:  Nanci Soard provided the SCVR report due to Dave Matheis’ absence.  She stated there was low attendance at the December 13, 2010 meeting due to adverse weather conditions and that not a lot of business was discussed.  However, Nanci mentioned the SCVR members that were present decided on moving forward with the SILC and SCVR joint meeting in September 2011.  Nanci assured the SILC that staff will be working on the meeting in the near future.
Office for the Blind (OFB) Council Report:  Ann Smits informed the SILC members there are OFB council minutes in the booklet.  She stated that if anyone had questions about the minutes, to contact her.

Client Assistance Program (CAP) Report:  Nanci Soard informed the SILC members that the CAP report was located on pages 38 and 39 of the meeting booklet and announced if anyone had questions to contact Vanessa Denham of CAP.

State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) Public Forum:  Sandi Radford stated the SPIL Public Forum was held on March 9, 2011 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the Human Development Institute (HDI).  She announced the forum was not well attended, however, there were two individuals who attended and were from the Veteran’s Administration.  Topics that were discussed included transportation issues, rehabilitation technology and assistive technology.
New Business:  Initial discussion was held regarding the consortium between Independence Place, Disability Resource Initiative and the Center for Accessible Living.  Questions arose about the continuation of the consortium.  It was suggested by Deborah Blake that the Independent Living Directors meet about the consortium and bring details back to the Executive Committee.  The Directors agreed.  Jan Day said they would provide an update to the Executive Committee as soon as possible.
Debbie Sharon provided a presentation on the Bluegrass Technology Center and different assistive technology devices.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

Nanci Soard discussed the possibility of purchasing nametags for all SILC members, staff and Independent Living Directors for future conferences and for new members in the future.  Nanci provided an example to the council.  It was suggested by Jimmy Wise to have larger print on the nametags and Germaine suggested purchasing nametags with black lettering and a white background.  She also mentioned finding a nametag without a magnetic backing due to persons possibly having pacemakers.  A motion was made by Benita Lind to purchase nametags for council members, staff and Independent Living Directors.  Sandi Radford second.  No roll call was taken and no discussion was held.  Motion passed unanimously.

Lonnie Cowan discussed the fees the council owes to the National Council on Independent Living (NCIL).  Staff will look into this and see if the council does actually owe membership fees.  A motion was made by Ann Smits to pay the NCIL fees if the SILC does owe them.  Deborah Blake second.  No roll call was taken and no discussion was held.  Motion passed unanimously.
The SILC broke for lunch at 11:58am.

The council reconvened at 12:31am.

A video entitled, “Gaining Ground on Arthritis”, was shown by Lonnie Cowan.  No discussion was held.
Public Comments:  Guest, Jennifer Morlan, provided a presentation on the lack of funding in McCracken County for transportation services.  She advocated for people with disabilities and expressed concerns for an individual who is blind and has very little transportation access in McCracken County.  It was suggested by Germaine O’ Connell to refer her to the Executive Director for the Office for the Blind and to someone in Paducah to attend the 874K rally.  Discussion was held and the SILC thanked her for sharing her concerns.
Center Reports:
Center for Accessible Living (CAL):  Jan Day provided the CAL report.  She informed that the report is located on page 41 of the meeting booklet.  She provided a brief summary of the report.  She began by announcing that CAL has hired two part-time employees to work with programs in Northern Kentucky.  Stacee Spurling and Larry Hensley are the new employees.  Jan stated that she met with them earlier in the week to discuss further details of possible office space in Northern Kentucky.  Stacee and Larry are busy familiarizing themselves with the current programs and counties.  They are also busy taking calls and will be providing outreach in certain counties in Northern Kentucky.  Deborah Blake recognized Benita Lind for helping find office space.
Independence Place:  Pamela Roark-Glisson provided the Independence Place report.  She announced that the center is right on target with work plans for the ARRA grant and training was held in the Eastern part of the state.  Pamela also plans to move forward with all of the current programs and stated the lease is up in their office space on April 30, 2011.  However, they have found new office space which will be more space for less money.
Disability Resource Initiative (DRI):  Bill Clouse informed the council members that the DRI report is located in the meeting booklet.  He assured the council that DRI is progressing and moving along as planned.  He introduced Forest Vinson and announced that Forest will be working on Outreach activities and Independent Living.  He also assured the council that DRI plans to stay close to what as been proposed, specifically the consortium.
Pathfinders for Independent Living:  Sandra Goodwyn provided the report for Pathfinders for Independent Living.  She announced the center will no longer be receiving Part B funding and that the center will not be submitting a report for every meeting.  She informed the SILC members that the center will be moving forward with the State Plan for Independent Living goals.  She stated that Pathfinders will be working specifically with the deaf and veteran community and has hired a part-time employee that is a member of the deaf community.  Sandra said she is assisting with trying to work with the center and staff to be more familiar within the deaf community.  She stated that outreach towards the veteran’s community is progressing slowly but she and staff are diligently working on it as they have an employee to do outreach in 4 surrounding counties.  Pathfinders are also expanding services to a wider area.  Deborah Blake asked about the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) 704 report and whether or not it was finished and approved.  Sandra assured the council that the report is completed and has been approved by RSA.  Pathfinders are still assisting in the ‘Faith Moves Mountains’ programs.  Sandra provided an update on the ‘Emergency Action Program’.  Deborah Blake said the minutes from the December 7, 2010 meeting should have reflected ‘program’ instead of ‘plan’.  However, no motion during the present meeting was made to reflect the change.  Sandra continued to state the ‘Emergency Action Program’ had two parts.  The first part is group meetings with attendees to teach them how to pack a bag full of emergency supplies to permanently keep.  Staff then go back and see what contents are in the back and suggest other supplies to put in it.  On April 13, 2011, staff will be checking the bags.  The second part is putting something on their refrigerator.  Forms and containers have been prepared and staff and participants are awaiting the date of the large meeting.  A list of suggestive items is ready for printing.
Next Meeting Date:
June 7, 2011
Located at the Center for Accessible Living
Lodging will be at the Galt House in Louisville, KY
Recognition of Council Members:  On behalf of the SILC, Lonnie Cowen presented Craig White with plaque in recognition of his time and efforts while serving on the council.  Craig White thanked the group.
Motion to Adjourn:
Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Sharli Rogers. Deborah Blake second.  No roll call was taken.  Motion carried unanimously. 
