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Statewide Independent Living Council
March 11, 2008

Hampton Inn

Frankfort

11:00 AM

Members Present:  Elizabeth Bernard, Shannon Caldwell, Lonnie Cowan, Tom Dawson, Sandra Goodwyn, Ann Holstein, Scarlet King, Darrell Mattingly, Martina Netherton, Rosezelle Qualls and Emily Thomasson 
Members Absent:  Jeanne Gallimore, Nancy Perry and Paul Weaver
Ex-Officio Member Present:  Joyce Lee

Ex-Officio Member Absent:  Gay Pannell

Guests:  Paula Caldwell, Joy Dawson, attendant; Kitt Heeg, Executive Director, Disabilities Coalition of Northern Kentucky; Pamela Roark-Glisson, Executive Director, Independence Place; Sharli Powell-Rogers, Executive Director, BEST and Elsie Speed, driver
Staff Present:  Lois Carey and Sarah Richardson

Interpreters:  Tara Eversole and Tom King

Martina Netherton, Chair called the meeting to order at 11:00 AM.  The first item on the agenda was the approval of the December 4, 2007 minutes.  Lonnie Cowan moved to accept the minutes as distributed.  Shannon Caldwell second.  A roll call was taken.  Motion carried.  
Guests were introduced along with Council members and staff of the SILC.  

Staff Report:

Expenditure Report:  Sarah Richardson reported as of February 26, 2008 a balance of $24,894.30.  However, this funding amount may change because the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation is also anticipating budget cuts.  Sarah reminded the SILC that the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation provides the SILC funds to hold meetings and committee meetings.
Committee Reports:

Executive:  Martina Netherton reported the Executive Committee met earlier this morning and recommendations will be discussed later in the agenda.  The major topics of discussion were proposed budget cuts and the Statewide Independent Living Conference.  Sarah Richardson reviewed state plan objectives.

Sarah reported the NCIL Conference will be held July 21-24, 2008 in Washington D.C.  Sarah has not received any other information.

The Executive Committee recommended not having the 2009 Statewide Conference and to use those funds to assist with funding cuts at the Centers.  The floor was opened to discuss this matter.  Tom Dawson moved not to have the 2009 Statewide Independent Living Conference due to possible funding cuts for all sources.  Elizabeth Bernard second.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried.  Martina indicated the state plan would need to be changed.  Changing the state plan requires hosting one public hearing.  Sarah will notify SILC members of the public hearing when scheduled.  Sarah noted the federal cut was expected to be 1.25% for both Part B and C funds.  
Martina stated Sharli Powell-Rogers is currently working on HB 330 to amend KRS 823 the Open Meetings Law.  Some proposed changes to the bill are to allow a meeting to be called by e-mail and holding electronic meetings.

Martina encouraged members to comply by the deadline date for the Harlan meeting in June, 2008 in order to ensure a quorum.  The SILC will need to take action on continuation funding for the Centers at the June meeting.  If we do not have a quorum, another June meeting will need to be rescheduled in Frankfort to deal with the continuation funding.
Nominating:  Scarlet King reported the Committee met on February 28, 2008.  The Nominating Committee recommended Shannon Caldwell to serve out the remaining term of Vice Chair.  Martina Netherton called for nominations from the floor three times.  No nominations were received.  Tom Dawson moved to close nominations for Vice Chair and to accept Shannon Caldwell by acclamation.  Darrell Mattingly second.  Shannon Caldwell as Vice Chair was accepted by acclamation.
Scarlett King reported the Nominating Committee recommends the slate of Tom Dawson or Darrell Mattingly to serve out the remaining term of At Large member.  Martina Netherton requested three times for nominations from the floor.  No nominations were received.  Sarah Richardson distributed voting ballots.  Eligible members voted and Ruth Caldwell announced Darrell Mattingly would serve the remaining term as At Large member.
Scarlett King reported the Nominating Committee recommends the following individuals for reappointment:  Lonnie Cowan, Ann Holstein and Rosezelle Qualls and for appointments:  Ann Smits and Jimmy Wise.  Shannon Caldwell moved to accept appointments and reappointments as recommended by the Nominating Committee.  Sandra Goodwyn second.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried.
Contract Compliance:  Joyce Lee reported the Committee met at Natural Bridge February 2-6 and again on February 19 in Lexington to review proposed changes to grants and on site review form.  The grant applications for continuation funding have been sent and must be received back by March 20.  Continuation funding will be discussed at the June meeting.  Joyce stated on-site reviews have been scheduled.  Staff and members of the Committee will be conducting reviews.  Martina read the scheduled dates for all Centers.
Advocacy:  Martina Netherton stated a new chair will be appointed.

Sarah Richardson reported on legislative activities in Washington D.C.
Sarah reported she sends the WHAM to SILC members.  WHAM provides information on issues at the federal level.
Martina appointed Darrell Mattingly to serve as Chair of the Advocacy Committee.
Pam Glisson reported the Library of Congress was not funded and they are attempting to transition to digital recordings.  The Library is requesting $25 million in funding this year to assist with this transition.  Pam will send Darrell information on this issue.  

Resource Development:  Shannon stated the committee will meet before the June SILC meeting.
Old Business:  None
New Business:

SCVR Council:  Martina Netherton and Ann Holstein attended the SCVR meeting yesterday.  Budget cuts were discussed and Vocational Rehabilitation could lose $12 million in state and federal match.
Martina stated the SCVR would like to have a joint meeting with the SILC.  The Council had several questions.  Martina stated she will talk to Dave Matheis and report at the June SILC meeting.  It was suggested Sarah read the functions of the SCVR and the SILC.
OFB Council:  Shannon Caldwell reported OFB is working on their next state plan and are accepting comments until the end of April.  OFB is working with Morehead University and the University of Louisville to learn about transitioning students from high school to work or college.
Interagency Council:  Shannon Caldwell reported Protection and Advocacy is planning an assistive technology workshop in Lexington.  Shannon will provide other details when available.  Minutes for the Interagency Council were distributed at the meeting.  Shannon announced Marcia Hockensmith as the new Director of Protection and Advocacy.
Client Assistance Program:  Report was distributed at meeting.

BEST CIL:  Sharli Powell-Rogers reported the Center had become involved in working with the ADRC.  As with all other programs the Center is concerned about budget cuts.  Sharli reported one cut has already occurred.  The GED Program was cut at the beginning of this year.  The Personal Care Attendant Program is facing a possible 8% to 17% cut.  This could result in the loss of two PCAP slots for BEST.  The Center has been talking to legislators and testifying before committees.  The Center is preparing a video using testimony of consumers who could not go to Frankfort.  This would be available to send to legislators.  Postcards are being mailed out to legislators concerning ARMS.  The Center conducted an annual job and education fair.
874K Rally:  Sharli Powell-Rogers reported BEST sent 11 individuals to the 874 K Rally.  Consumers met individually with legislators to discuss concerns on an informal basis.  

Center for Accessible Living:  No report.
Disabilities Coalition of N KY:

Kitt Heeg reported the Center has submitted a grant to the Christopher Reeves Foundation.  If received, this grant would enable the Center to implement a program called “Infobility Program”.  The Center has begun phase two of the Eastside Revitalization with the Model Property Group.  This project will provide additional housing for people with disabilities.  The Center has started a program called “Ramps for Freedom”.  The Center is focusing on fundraisers to build ramps for people with disabilities.  The Center has two new board members for a total of nine.  Consumer calls are steady and work is ongoing with consumers.
Independence Place:  Pamela Roark-Glisson reported the Center has been working with “Destination 2040”.  This group is beginning to work on disabilities issues for 2040.  The Center submitted several grant proposals and is working to become a priority in Frankfort.  Pam stated 15 individuals attended the 874K Rally and also visited with legislators.  
Pathfinders for IL:  Sandra Goodwyn reported the Center has been assisting consumers in completing forms to receive the stimulus package.  A Center employee is continuing to counselor individuals on Medicare Part D Program.  A new program is being established on prevention of diabetes.  The Center is in the process of developing a computerized consumer record keeping system.  
Public Comments:  None
Tom Dawson moved to adjourn.  Shannon Caldwell second.  A verbal vote was taken.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 1:40 PM.

