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Statewide Independent Living Council
June 10, 2008

Harlan County Cooperative Extension Office
10:30 AM

Members Present:  Lonnie Cowan, Tom Dawson, Sandra Goodwyn, Scarlet King, Martina Netherton, Rosezelle Qualls and Emily Thomasson

Members Absent:  Elizabeth Bernard, Shannon Caldwell, Jeanne Gallimore, Ann Holstein, Darrell Mattingly and Nancy Perry

Ex-Officio Members Present:  Joyce Lee and Gay Pannell

Guests:  Dori Brock, Pathfinders for Independent Living, Inc.; Carolyn Cress, Pathfinders for Independent Living, Inc.; Joy Dawson, attendant; Jan Day, Executive Director, Center for Accessible Living; Sandy Hansel, Pathfinders for Independent Living, Inc.; Kitt Heeg, Executive Director, Disabilities Coalition of Northern Kentucky, Inc.; Pamela Roark-Glisson, Executive Director, Independence Place, Inc.; Sharli Powell Rogers, Executive Director, BEST Center for Independent Living, Inc.; Andrew Saylor, Pathfinders for Independent Living, Inc.; Elsie Speed, driver and Ron Walker, Pathfinders for Independent Living, Inc.
Staff Present:  Lois Carey and Sarah Richardson

Interpreters:  Ruth Bradley and Judy Gooch

Martina Netherton, Chair called the meeting to order at 10:30 AM.  
Guests were introduced along with Council members and staff of the SILC.

Martina Netherton requested a moment of silence in memory of Paul Weaver, a SILC member, who passed away in March of 2008.

Thanks to Sandra Goodwyn and staff of Pathfinders for Independent Living, Inc. for locating meeting space and lunch arrangements.

The first item on the agenda was the approval of the March 11, 2008 minutes.  Lonnie Cowan moved to accept the minutes as distributed.  Tom Dawson second.  A roll call was taken.  Motion carried.

Staff Report:  Sarah Richardson reported a balance of $17,947.22 as of May 27, 2008.  Sarah encouraged members to carpool to meetings in order to keep mileage cost down.  Sarah stated all travel vouchers must be in to her by June 23 in order to pay in the current fiscal year.
Committee Reports:

Executive:  Martina Netherton reported the Executive Committee met this morning.  The Executive Committee recommends renewing APRIL dues for the coming year for $100.  Lonnie Cowan moved to renew the APRIL dues in the amount of $100.  Scarlet King second.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried
Nominating:  Scarlet King reported the recommendation for two new appointments (Ann Smits and Jimmy Wise and three re-appointments Lonnie Cowan, Ann Holstein and Rosezelle Qualls) were sent to the Governor’s Office in April.  To date, there has been no response from the Governor’s Office.
Contract Compliance:  Joyce Lee reported the Committee met on June 10, 2008.  The Contract Compliance Committee recommends providing continuation funding for the next two years in the amounts of $120,000 for BEST Center for Independent Living, Inc.; $60,000 for Independence Place, Inc.; $60,000 for the Disabilities Coalition of Northern Kentucky, Inc.; and $60,000 for Pathfinders for Independent Living, Inc.; funding amounts subject to any changes in Part B funding.  Lonnie Cowan moved to accept the recommendation of the Contract Compliance Committee.  Rosezelle Qualls second.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried with one abstention by Sandra Goodwyn. 
Advocacy:  No report
Resource Development:  No report
Old Business:  Sarah Richardson reported a public hearing will be scheduled to remove the statewide conference from the current state plan.  Details will be distributed when finalized. 
New Business
SCVR Council:  Martina Netherton reported she was unable to attend the SCVR meeting on June 9.  However, Martina reported SCVR has been working on the consumer satisfaction survey.  Other topics on the agenda were the budget cuts and the effect that could have on Vocational Rehabilitation.
OFB Council:  The approved minutes are in the SILC book.  Gay Pannell reported Stephen Johnson, Executive Director for the Office for the Blind, retired at the end of May.  Cora McNabb is currently serving as liaison for the agency until a replacement has been announced.
Interagency Council:  No report
Client Assistance Program:  The report is in the SILC book.
BEST Center for Independent Living, Inc.:  Sharli Powell Rogers requested quarterly reports from all Centers be added to the SILC books with the exception of financial reports.  The SILC was in consensus with this request.
Sharli reported BEST Center for Independent Living, Inc. received a mentorship grant with APRIL and will be assigned to work with a center from Colorado to look for alternative funding sources and developing a fee for service schedule.  BEST Center for Independent Living, Inc. provided three advocacy training programs for the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation.  
Center for Accessible Living:  Jan Day reported the Center has submitted a four year Project with Industries Grant.  The Center has available a Men’s Suit Closet to provide individuals with business attire while looking for or securing employment.  Jan announced there would not be any cuts to the Personal Care Attendant Program.  The Center has been working on a fee for services schedule for agencies.  The Center is considering developing a fee for service home health care agency on a small scale.  There has been a reorganization of the Center board.  Jan stated as transportation costs increase public transportation costs are also increasing.  Jan stated the Center is waiting to hear from the ramp building grant and how having a ramp impacts the lives of individuals who want to live more independently.
Disabilities Coalition of Northern Kentucky, Inc.:  Kitt Heeg reported she had attended a meeting at the Human Rights Commission concerning available and affordable housing.  The Point in Northern Kentucky has asked Kitt to conduct an Advocacy Training.  Kitt reported with the assistance of Northern Kentucky University, the Center was able to provide a consumer with a ramp.  The Center has been collecting ink cartridges and currently has received approximately $100.  Kitt reported consumer requests for services has been steady.
Independence Place, Inc.:  Pamela Roark-Glisson reported Independence Place, Inc. has moved across the atrium to Suite 103.  The new location will allow for additional independent living skills training and a conference room.  Friends for Life have increased in size and this summer will begin a youth initiative.  The Center participated in a national accessibility survey of ATM machines.  The Center is also working with accessibility issues in the community.
Pathfinders for Independent Living, Inc.:  Sandra Goodwyn reported the Center assisted individuals with completing forms to receive the tax stimulus package.  The Center attempts to work cooperatively with community agencies to assist individuals.  The Center has experienced some difficulty working with the local HUD staff.
Public Comments:  Pamela Roark-Glisson announced the ADA Rally will be held on July 28, 2008 from 11:30 – 1:00 at the Capitol Rotunda.
Martina Netherton encouraged everyone to visit the offices of Pathfinders for Independent Living, Inc. before departing Harlan.

Adjourn:  Tom Dawson moved to adjourn.  Lonnie Cowan second.  Meeting adjourned at 12:00 PM.
