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Statewide Independent Living Council
December 2, 2008

OVR Training Room

Frankfort

10:30 AM

Members Present:  Lonnie Cowan, Tom Dawson, Sandra Goodwyn, Scarlet King, Linda Linville, Darrell Mattingly, Martina Netherton, Danny Perry, Ann Smits, Emily Thomasson, Craig White and Jimmy Wise

Members Absent:  Shannon Caldwell, Jeanne Gallimore, Nancy Perry, Rosezelle Qualls, Doug Riddell and John Sterner
Ex-Officio Member Present:  Joyce Lee and Gay Pannell

Guests:  Joy Dawson, attendant; Barbara Monts, driver; Anetta Perry, attendant; Sharli Powell Rogers, Executive Director, BEST Center for Independent Living, Inc.; Andrew Saylor, Pathfinders for Independent Living, Inc. and Elsie Speed, driver
Staff Present:  Lois Carey and Sarah Richardson

Interpreters:  Judy Gooch and Tom King
Martina Netherton, Chair called the meeting to order at 10:37 AM.  The first item on the agenda was the approval of the June 10, 2008 minutes.  Lonnie Cowan moved to accept the minutes as distributed.  Tom Dawson second.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried.

Guests were introduced along with Council members and staff of the SILC.

Martina Netherton announced meal tickets would be distributed to individuals who called to confirmed lunch.  This is being done to alleviate unnecessary expenditures.  Martina also requested individuals to call by the deadline to reserve rooms and meals.
Staff Report:

Expenditure Report:  Sarah Richardson reviewed expenditures for the previous fiscal year.  Sarah reported the Governor has requested an additional 4.0% cut and Sarah reminded members that SILC meeting funds are provided by the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR).  The SILC is striving to be conservative with both state and federal funds due to the state of the economy.
Sarah reported OVR will be moving either in December or January to the CHR Building.  This move will affect SILC meeting locations.  The CHR Building is a secure building which means, individuals must sign in and out at the front desk and someone must come down and escort you to our offices.  Sarah encouraged individuals to pay close attention to the March mailing for meeting location information.
Committee Reports

Executive Committee:  Martina Netherton reported the Executive Committee met earlier this morning.  Martina reported on the Executive Committee discussion of the joint meeting with SCVR.  The SILC feels that cost is a major factor without a strong purpose of a joint meeting.  It was also suggested the Executive Committees meet instead of the full SILC to be more cost prohibitive.  The Committee requested Martina obtain additional information on how the meeting costs and expenses would be prorated.  The SCVR will meet on December 8, 2008.
State Plan to Remove Conference:  Martina reported a public hearing was held with two individuals in attendance and staff received verbal and written comments on removing the conference from the state plan.  Individuals will miss having the conference but understood the budget constraints.  The Executive Committee had discussed the $15,000 received from the Office for the Blind (OFB) and the $20,000.  Lonnie Cowan moved to amend the state plan by removing the conference and for OFB to use the $15,000 to provide IL services for OFB and the $20,000 be used to offset future funding cuts.  Ann Smits second.  A roll call was taken.  Motion carried.

Martina Netherton stated individuals will be asked to volunteer to serve on SILC Committees by selecting a first and second choice.  Committee responsibilities are in the book.  A sign up sheet was passed around the room.
Nominating Committee:  Scarlet King reported the Nominating Committee met on October 7, 2008.  Shannon Caldwell and Jeanne Gallimore have completed their two three year consecutive terms and Tom Dawson declined reappointment.

A letter was sent to Nancy Perry asking her intentions about the Council.  Nancy has not attended a meeting since her appointment in 2007.  A letter was sent to Nancy but no response was received.

The Nominating Committee will recommend at the March 2009, SILC meeting the following individuals for reappointment:  Danny Perry, Emily Thomasson and Scarlet King.

The Committee is looking for representation from the Northern Kentucky area and the blind/visually impaired community.  Gay Pannell and Danny Perry have contacted individuals within the blind/visually impaired community for their interest in serving.

Deborah Blake was contacted to see if she was interested in serving on the Council.  When contacted, Deborah stated she was interested and was sent an application but it has not returned.

Recommendations for appointments and reappointments will be formally presented at the March 2009 meeting.  The Committee will continue to accept applications for appointment and recommendations will be made to the SILC at the March 2009 meeting.
Scarlet stated the Committee will be recommending today the following slate of officers for the coming year:  Martina Netherton, Chair; Danny Perry, Vice-Chair; Scarlet King and Lonnie Cowan, At Large Members.  Ballots have been prepared and nominations will be taken from the floor for each position.  A vote will be taken later during the meeting.

Contract Compliance:  Joyce Lee reported the Committee met on November 17, 2008 in Frankfort to review the third and fourth quarterly reports.  The Committee reviewed the fourth quarter report and had no questions.
Advocacy:  Darrell Mattingly reported the Advocacy Committee will met in the near future.  The 874 Rally will be held February 5, 2009 at the Civic Center in Frankfort.
Resource Development:  No report
Old Business:  None reported.
New Business
Election of Officers:  
The Nominating Committee recommends Martina Netherton for SILC Chair.  Scarlet King called for nominations three times from the floor.  No nominations were received.  Danny Perry made a motion to accept Martina Netherton as Chair by acclamation.  Lonnie Cowan second.  A roll call was taken.  Motion carried.
The Nominating Committee recommends Danny Perry as Vice Chair.  Scarlet King called for nominations three times from the floor.  No nominations were received.  Lonnie Cowan made a motion to accept Danny Perry as Vice Chair by acclamation.  Darrell Mattingly second.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried with Danny Perry abstaining. 
The Nominating Committee recommends Scarlet King and Lonnie Cowan as At Large Members.  Scarlet King called for nominations three times from the floor.  No nominations were received.  Danny Perry made a motion to accept at large members Lonnie Cowan and Scarlet King by acclamation.  Darrell Mattingly second.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried.

2009 Meeting Dates:

March 3, 2009; June 2, 2009; September 1, 2009 and December 1, 2009

Lonnie Cowan moved to accept the above meeting dates for 2009.  Sandra Goodwyn second.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried.

Martina Netherton reported the Vocational Rehabilitation web site will include a tab for the SILC.  The Executive Committee recommended including SILC members names and their city/county, list of officers, membership composition, approved minutes, agenda, overview of SILC and contact information for the Centers for Independent Living.  The contact would be Central Office.  The SILC discussed whether to include pictures.  The SILC decided to include pictures and if a member does not want their picture included, “picture not available” will be inserted.  A release of information will also be required from each member.  Contact information will be included for individuals who represent state agencies.  Sarah will send a form to each member and/or Center to complete information to be published on the web.  Lonnie Cowan moved to accept recommendations.  Danny Perry second.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried.
NCIL Dues:  The Executive Committee recommended renewing the NCIL dues in the amount of $286.00.  A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan to renew the NCIL dues for $286.00.  Tom Dawson second.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried.

Code of Ethics and Conflict of Interest Policy:  Sarah Richardson distributed to members present the Code of Ethics and the Conflict of Interest Policy.  Individuals present were asked to read, sign and return to Sarah.  Members not in attendance will be sent the Code of Ethics and Conflict of Interest Policy for signature.  Ann Smits suggested adding to the by-laws a statement not to allow individuals to sell items or promote items at SILC meetings unrelated to the SILC.  This item will be on added to the agenda for the next Executive Committee meeting.  

SCVR Council:  Martina Netherton reported previously on the joint meeting.  The SCVR will be meeting on December 8, 2009.  Martina is serving on the Consumer Satisfaction Survey Committee.  Budgetary issues were discussed.  After attending the SCVR meeting, Martina will forward to Sarah any pertinent information for distribution to the SILC.  If information is not urgent, Martina will report at the March SILC meeting.  
OFB Council:  Minutes are in the book.  Gay Pannell announced Connie Rakes as the new Director of Consumer Services.  
Interagency Council:  No report
Client Assistance Program:  Third and fourth quarter reports are in the book.  Vicki Staggs has retired and Vanessa Denham is her replacement.
At the last meeting, it was suggested to include the narrative portion of the Centers quarterly reports in the SILC book if they were submitted in electronic format.  Martina stated reports must be sent in electronic format in order to provide alternative formats.

BEST CIL, Inc.:  Sharli Powell Rogers reported due to budgetary concerns beginning October 1, 2008 the Center will be open Tuesday through Friday and closed on Mondays.  A full time position was also cut to part time.  This change has not affected consumer services.  If funding improves, going back to five days may be considered.  Sharli feels the PCAP will have to cut hours due to budget concerns.  The Center is considering fee for services.  The Center has been working on transportation projects and expanding the PCAP contract to additional counties.  The Center is working with Kentucky Housing on home modifications.  The Center has also been working with ARMS, preparing a legislative agenda and working on modifications to the State Open Meetings Law.  The Holiday Open House will be held on December 12 from 11:00 – 2:00 PM (CT).  
Center for Accessible Living:  No report
Disabilities Coalition of Northern Kentucky, Inc.:

Kitt Heeg was unable to attend the SILC meeting but submitted the following report.  Individuals with visual impairments have been injured by stop light boxes and the Center has been working with the Department of Transportation to correct the problem.  The Center is currently conducting two fundraisers with another possible fundraiser in the spring.  To maintain confidentiality with consumers, the Center Board of Directors voted to break their lease with CASA.  The Center Director will be attending a meeting in December on “Ending Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence.”  Phone calls have increased requesting assistance with Social Security, housing, food and transportation needs.

Independence Place, Inc.:
Sandra Goodwyn reported Pam Glisson could not be here today due to transportation problems but reported all projects outlined in the IL grant proposal are going well.
Pathfinders for Independent Living, Inc.:  

Sandra Goodwyn reported the Center is working with the Human Rights Commission and they presented a workshop on Fair Housing.  Several individuals attended the workshop.  Sandra reported Pathfinders is on a flex schedule and employees work load determine their hours.  Some employees work five days and some work four days.  Only two individuals are working in the office on Friday.  The Center’s catastrophic health insurance has risen 20% this year.  Center staff is working with individuals with Medicare Part D.   The Center Holiday Dinner will be held December 8, 2008 at the Western Sizzler Steakhouse at 5:45 PM.  The Center is also working on projects as outlined in the grant application.

Public Comments:  None
Adjourn:  Danny Perry moved to adjourn.  Lonnie Cowan second.  Meeting adjourned at 2:15 PM.
